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IN THE SPECIFICATION 
On page 6, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 12 as follows: 




wherein the base plate portion includes a nail hole (or holes) and a screw hole £or 
holes) through which a nail (or nails) and a screw (or screws) are respectively pierced for 
fixing the fastening member to the framework, and 
( wherein the nail hole (or holes) and the screw hole (or holes) are provided at position 

at which a distance fi-om the nail hole (or holes) to the support portion and a distance from the 
screw hole (or holes) to the support portion are substantially equal. 

It is a notable point of the present invention that the nail hole (or holes) and the screw 
hole (or holes) are provided at position at which a distance from the nail hole (or holes) to the 
support portion and a distance from the screw hole (or holes) to the support portion are 
substantially equal. That is, a vertical distance A from a central plane of the support portion 
to the nail hole (or holes) and a vertical distance B from the central plane of the support 
portion to the screw hole (or holes) ar e substantially equal (see Fig. 2(B)). 

On page 13, please rewrite the paragraph be ginning on line 18 as follows: 
It is preferable that the upper abutting portion and the lower abutting portion include 
abutting surface that is substantially horizontal parallel to the central plate portion (see 




an 



Figs. 1 and 1 1). 



Please rewrite the paragraph bridging pages 15 and 16 as follows; 




wherein the base plate portion includes a nail hol e nail holes and a Gor o w hole screw 
holes through which arnaii nails and a s cr e w screws for fixing the fastening member to the 
framework are pierced and that are disposed at positions at which a distance from the naii 
hole nail holes to the support portion and a distance from the screw hol e screw holes to the 
support portion become substantially equal, 



On page 16, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 6 as follows; 
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wherein the fastening member is arranged such that the nail hole is holes are disposed 
^^i^pward of the support portion with the nail being nails being fixed while being pierced 

through the nail hol e nail holes in case of that the fastening member is fixed to the fi-amework 
by th e nail the nails, and ^ . — 




On page 16, please rewrite the paragraph beginning line 1 1 as follows; 




wherein the fastening member is arranged such that the screw hole is holes are 
disposed upward of the support portion with the s crew b e ing screws being fixed while being 
pierced through the scr e w hole screw holes in case of that the fastening member is fixed to 
the firamework by the screw the screws . ^ 



On page 16, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 16 as follows: 




The screw hole screw holes of the above fastening member is form e d are formed 
downward of the support portion. Thus, when performing fixing by the scrow the scii^ws , the 
direction of the fastening member is tumed upside down. In this case, the upper board 
engaging portion will engage the lower siding board while the lower board engaging portion 
will engage the upper siding board (see Fig. 6). 

Please rewrite the paragraph bridging pages 16 and 17 as follows: 




In the siding boards attachment structure, the distances fi-om the support portion to the 
nail the nails and to the scr e w the screws are substantially equal, in the cases of that fastening 
member is fixed by the nail the nails and that the fastening member is fixed by the Gcrcw the 



screws. 



^ On page 23 , please rewrite the par agraph beginning on line 12 as follows: 

a first process of fixing a fastening member at a lowermost stage of the siding boards 
attachment structure to a fi-amework with an underlayment being interposed between by a 



nail the nails or a screw the screws . 



On page 23, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 20 as follows: 
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a third process of disposing another fastening member to an upper rabbeted horizontal 
"i^edgc of the siding board and fixing the fastening member to the firamework with the 

underlayment being interposed between by then^ or a-sefew the^crg^ 



On page 23, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on ine 26 and ending on page 24 



line 5 as follows: 




wherein in case of that nails are used in the first process and third process, the nail 
hele4s hol^^ disposed upward of the support portion for engaging the fastening member 
to a lower siding board and the ftai4-is nails are pierced through the nail hole nail holes for 
fixing the fastening member to the fi-amework with the underlayment being interposed 



between, 



On page 24, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 6 as follows: 



while in case of that screws are used in the first process and third process, the screw 
y hole is holes are disposed upward of the support portion for engaging the fastening member 
^ A to a lower siding board and the s6Few4s screws are pierced through the screw hol e screw 
holes for fixing the fastening member to the framework with the underlayment being 

interposed between. 

On page 24, please rewrite the paragraph beginning line 1 2 as follows : 

It is a notable point of the method of attaching siding boards that in case of that the 
y^fastening member is fixed by nails in the first process and third process, the nail hel^^^Mes 
are disposed upward of the support portion while the screw hele4s holes are disposed upward 
of the support portion m case of that the fastening member is fix ed by screws. 

On page 24, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 20 as follows: 



I 



Thus, in case of that the screw holers holes are provided downward of the support 
portion, that is, on an opposite side of the naiWiele nail holes, the direction of the fastening 



member needs to be turned upside down when fixing is performed with the^erew the screws 
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in contrast to a case in which fixing is performed with th e nail the nails , hi this case, the 
upper board engaging portion will engage the lower siding board and the lower board 
engaging portion will engage the upper siding board. 




Please rewrite the paragraph beginning on page 24 line 26 and ending on page 25 line 
3 as follows: 



The positional relationship of the nail the nails and th e scr e w the screws fi-om the 
t-^ support portion will be substantially identical, when th e nail the nails and th e scr e w the 
screws is used. Thus the fixing force of the fastening member to the fi'amework will be 
stable. 



Please rewrite the paragraph beginning on page 25 line 22 and ending on page 26 line 
1 as follows: 



It should be noted that as mentioned above, the following explanations will be made 
supposing that a side of the fastening member 1 itself on which a nail hol e 1 8 is form e d the 
nail holes 1 8 are formed is an "upper" portion and the opposite side is a "lower" portion, 
when viewed fi*om the support portion, for defining respective names of portions. 

On page 26, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 21 as follows: 



The base plate portion 1 1 includes a nail hol e the nail holes 1 8 and a screw hole the 
screw holes 19 for piercing a nail the nails 41 and a scr e w the screws 42, respectively, 
through for fixing the fastening member 1 to the fi"amework with the underlayment 3 being 
interposed between. _ 



Please rewrite the paragraph beginning on page 26 line 25 and ending on page 27 line 
5 as follows: 




As illustrated in Fig. 2(B), the nail hol e nail holes 18 and the scr e w hol e screw holes 



19 are provided at positions where distances fi-om the nail hol e nail holes 18 and the screw 
screw holes 19 to the support portion 12 are substantially equal. More particularly, a 
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t a, dis.a.ce ^ .o. a ce„.a, p.a„e of *e suppon po«io„ H .o «,e U 

cental plane of the support portion 12 to the s«e>^ 




and a vertical distance B from the 

^ , „l50lei 19 are substantially equal. 

~^;;;:^^ ^c rewnt e t he parag.ap M>eginning.on.*4^»»^ 



screw 




As illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4, ih case 



ormiTKe-frstenrn-g-in-ein^^ 



3 1 with the underlayntent 3 being interposed between by M 4. . the nail 

«^ h.1^ disposed upward of the support portion 1 2 and the »il^ 



pierced through the aailiete nailholes 1 8 and driven in an 



oblique downward direction 



are 
for fixing. 




^;;;;^;^^;;;:~;:;i;rparagraph beginning on li ne20^» 

' " on the other hand, as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6, in case of that the fastening member 
, is flxed to the stud 31 with the underlayment 3 being interposed between by th^ M 

^«,e-lWs scBwholesjaare disposed upward of the support portion 12 

the serew^ ....^^^ P'^^ ""-^h .he se«^ ...^1^ »^ — 



screws 42, the screw 




nail A 





in a horizontal direction for fixing. 

On pag;li:^i^^?^S;^ri ^ P'-^g^P" "^^"^"^ ot Uine8^fo»°ws- 
,„ case";^^:^^^riSnember 1 is fixed to thTTSSE^^^ii;^*-"** M 
^ 41 the nail he,^ hekalS^ upward of the support portion 12 and the 

Hs Mi!^ Pi-ed through the nairtole Milhste 18 for driving ^ !h^ 
4Un an oblique downward direction for fixing the fastening member 1 to the sill 32 with the 

underlayment 3 being interposedbetw^en^^ 

the p^^I^^i^eginning on"toe 15 as follows: 

^ the other hand, in case of that the fastening membeTnsTim-Wthr^tKrt^ 
Ih-t^ «. se«^ ^^imi^ 1' « «^ O'^--" °» 
support portion 12 and ,h.««^ fl,^..!...^ pierced throu^ the se«**a.e 
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holes 19 for screwing th^ici^ 42 in a horizontal direction for fixing the 



^rew 



P fastening member 1 to the sill 32 with the underlayment 3 being interposed between (see 



Figs. 5 and 6). 



Please rewrite the paragraph beginning on page 33 line 19 and ending on page 34 line 



1 as follows: 




<| r^. As illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4, in case of fixing the fastening member 1 to the 

. ^- ' ' Oflde-rlayment 3by thenails 41,-the nail h*4«. holtsOSaE disposed upward of the 
\ S.'^suppo,. portion .2 and the fastening member 1 is engaged at the upper rabbeted horizontal 
edge 21 of the lower siding board 2. That is, the upper rabbeted horizontal edge 21 of the 
lower siding board 2 is inserted into spaee formed by the base plate portion 1 1 , d>e support 

portion 12, and the lower board engaging portionl4onhe6st«^^ 
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On page 3X^kI^r^^^the parag ^ beginning on line 8 as follows: 



'^^p-^j;;;-;^^^ then pierced through the nailholes 1 8 and driven 

in an oblique downward direction for fixing the fastening member 1 to the stud 3 1 with the 




underlayment 3 being interposed between. 



On page 34, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 12 as follows: 
-^^[^^^^^^^^^^Z^^^X^ii in Figs. 5 and 6, in case of fixing the fastening 



member 1 to the underlayment 3 by ^ thesci^ 42, the screw hel^ ^oX.. 19 are 
disposed upward of the support portion 12 and the fastening member 1 is engaged at the 
^ilOJ^ \ uoT^er rabbeted horizontal edge 21 of the lower siding board 2. That is, the direction of the 




fastening member 1 is turned upside down in contrast to the above-described case in which 
fixing is performed by using the nail 41 (Figs. 3 and 4). 



On page 35, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 7 as follows: 



\ 

\ 
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The scr e w 4 2 is screws 42 are then pierced through the scr e w hol e screw holes 1 9 and 
vj/Tjy screwed in a horizontal direction for fixing the fastening member 1 to the stud 3 1 with the 
1^ underlayment 3 being interposed between. 



Please rewrite the paragraph beginning on page 35 line 23 and ending on page 36 line 



5 as follows: 





hi the above fastening member 1, the nail hole nail holes 18 and the screw hol e s^ 

holes 1 9 are disposed at positions where a distance from the nail hol e nail holes 18 to the 

support portion 12 and a distance from the screw hol e screw holes 19 to the support portion 
12 become substantially equal (Figs. 2(A), 2(B)). Thus, hardly any differences are caused in 
fixing force of the upper siding board 2 against load or wind pressure in case of fixing the 
fastening member 1 by th e nail the nails 41 (Figs. 3 and 4) and the case of fixing the fastening 
member 1 by th e scr e w the screws 42 (Figs. 5 and 6). 



On page 36, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 6 as follows: 
1^ Thus, hardly any differences are caused in fastening force of the siding boards 2 when 
constructing the siding boards attachment structure 7 by fixing the fastening member 1 by 
using either th e nail the nails 41 or the scr e w the screws 42. In other words, hardly any 
differences are caused in fixing force of the upper siding board 2, no matter whether the 
siding boards attachment structure 7 is constructed by fixing the fastening members 1 using 
only nails 41 or the siding boards attachment structure 7 is constructed by fixing the fastening 
members 1 using only screws 42. 




On page 38, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 7 as follows: 




Since the upper rising portion 113 includes a sloped portion 17 on wluchTEeir^ 
1^4s nails 18 are formed, th e nail the nails 41 may be pierced through the nail hol e nail holes 

8 to be driven into an obUque dovmward direction with respect to the stud 3 1 with the 
underlayment 3 bemg interposed between (Fig. 4). Thus, the fastening member 1 may be 
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reliably fixed to the stud 31 with the underlayment 3 being interposed between and further be 
reliably engaged to the lower siding board 2. 




On page 42, please rewrite the paragraph beginning on line 12 as follows: 




When using the fastening member 100 with the nail hole nail holes 18 being 
positioned above the support portion 12, the fastening member 100 may be fitted to the siding 

oard by lightly hitting the protruding portion 101 formed at the upper abutting portion 111. 
On the other hand, when using the fastening member 100 with the screw hole screw holes 19 
being positioned above the support portion 12, the fastening member 100 may be fitted to the 
siding board by lightly hitting the protruding portion 102 formed at the lower abutting portion 



112. 
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